
THE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
OF KENT COUNTY, MARYLAND

AGENDA
 

January 3, 2017

Call to Order/Pledge of Allegiance/Moment of Silence

Invitations

Le Moulin Rouge

Public Notices

Boards and Committees Notice

Correspondence Review

Kent County Board of Education Funding Request

Kent County's Support of Additional Funding for KCPS

Chestertown Marina Project

Action Items

Administrative Hearings

Alleged Alcoholic Beverage Violation
Evergrain Bread Company, LLC
Douglas Rae, and Alice Kelly Holton, Owners
 
 

Appointments

Robert Edler, Alcoholic Beverage and Tobacco Inpector
BKRS, LLC t/a Tale Gate Market, Holder of a License No. 4896, Class A, Beer, Wine,
and Liquor
Request to Remove Member

Muriel Cole, and Carolyn Sorge, Co-Chairs, and Pat Clarke, Treasurer, Commission on Aging
Senior Discount Brochure
2016 Annual Report

Patricia Merritt, Chief Finance Officer, Office of Finance
Reassessment Data for Group 2

Patricia Merritt, Chief Finance Officer, Office of Finance
FY17 Financial Statements (July-October)
 

Scott Boone, Director, Information Technology
Fiber Project Update

County Administrator

Letter of Credit, Request for Release



Easter Seals of Delaware and Maryland's Eastern Shore, Inc.
Bid #PL 17-03 Fairlee Public Landing Pier Replacement

Request to Approve Emergency Solutions Grant Agreement
 

Request to Reappoint a Member to the Historic Preservation Commission

Public Comment/Media Review

Contingency Fund

For Your Information

Maryland Senior Citizens Hall of Fame

Kent County Grand Jury

Kent Center Thank You

Kent County Community Marching Band Thank You

PGS Quaker Neck, LLC Determination of Case

Closed Session

Jamie Williams, Coordinator, Economic Development
Closed Session, Article §3-305 (b) (4) To consider a matter that concerns the proposal
for a business or industrial organization to locate, expand, or remain in the State

(Meetings are conducted in Open Session unless otherwise indicated. All or part of County Commissioners' meetings
can be held in closed session under the authority of the MD Open Meetings Law by vote of the Commissioners.
Breaks are at the call of the President. Please note that times listed for specific items on the agenda are only
estimates, and that the order of agenda items may change as time dictates or allows. Meetings are subject to audio
and video recordings.)



Le Moulin Rouge
1/3/2017

County Commissioners Meeting
ATTACHMENTS:
Description
Le Moulin Rouge



January 19, 2013
Kent County community Center, Worton, Md

HORIZONS OF KENT & QUEEN ANNE’S
 
The Horizons program provides academics, cultural 
enrichment and swim lessons to children from low-
income families in Kent and Queen Anne’s counties 
each summer. The dedicated teachers and staff help 
these children, grades pre-K though 8, develop the 
motivation, skills and confidence to realize their 
potential. The six-week summer program is designed to 
stop the learning loss known as “summer slide” that can 
progressively weaken a child’s academic performance 
and lead to disengagement and failure in the classroom.  
 
Our wonderful host schools—Radcliffe Creek School, 
Gunston School and Washington College—donate use 
of their campuses for six weeks each summer. Radcliffe 
Creek School also provides year-round office space. All 
other expenses are covered through private donations. 
 
We appreciate your support!

Horizons’ Dance with the Stars 2017

February 4, 2017
Kent County Community Center, 11041 Worton Road, Worton, MD

Le

Kent and Queen Anne’s



Reservations Required:
Premium Ringside Table for Ten, $1,500

Standard Table for Ten, $1,250
Premium Cocktail Table for Six, $900
Standard Cocktail Table for Six, $750

Cocktail Table for Four, $500
General Admission, $80 per person

(limited bleacher seats) 

Come out of the cold and 
into  

  the Parisian warmth of the world ’s 

best-known night club! S
upport your favorite  

  Stars and Pros as they compete to raise 

funds for the children
 who learn each summer 

 at Horizons. Our fabulous pairs will 
dance 

their hearts out to earn
 your votes ($1 a vote) for 

   Horizons. P lease come prepared to vote by 

              check, cas
h or credit card.

Our 2017 Stars & Pros

Dance with the Stars
k

k

SS

SS

k

khorizons ’

February 4, 2017
Doors open, cocktail buffet 

with cash bar at 6 pm
 

Showtime at 7 pm!

Reserve online at www.horizonskentqueenannes.org
 or call 410-708-6901

Vote for your favorite dancers online or use the enclosed card.
 

S

Sheila Bair
President, Washington College

dancing with
Darryl Calloway

 
David Bowman

Vice President, Peoples Bank
dancing with

Aundra Anderson
 

Eric Fitch
Co-owner, Physically Fitch

dancing with
Natalie Lane

 
Jamie Kirkpatrick

Columnist, College Counselor
dancing with

Jennifer Tosten
 

Bryan Matthews
Vice President, KRM Development 

dancing with
Lucia Calloway 

Kristen Owen
Investment Advisor, 

Chesapeake Bank & Trust
dancing with

Mark Pagano
 

Pat Parkhurst
Art Teacher, Kent School

dancing with
Diego Guzman

 
John Schratwieser

Exec. Director, Maryland Citizens 
for the Arts 
dancing with 

Melissa McGlynn

Morey “Moe” Weimer
English teacher, Gunston School

dancing with
Jennifer Tunis

 
Genie Wootton

Attorney, Rasin, Wootton & Hurd  
dancing with
Tom Allen

Come out of the cold and 
into  

  the Parisian warmth of the world ’s 

best-known night club! S
upport your favorite  

  Stars and Pros as they compete to raise 

funds for the children
 who learn each summer 

 at Horizons. Our fabulous pairs will 
dance 

their hearts out to earn
 your votes ($1 a vote) for 

   Horizons. P lease come prepared to vote by 

              check, cas
h or credit card.

Dance with the Stars

MOULIN
ROUGE!
MOULIN
ROUGE!



Boards and Committees Notice
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Kent County Commissioners Seek

	 The County Commissioners of Kent County are looking for persons willing to serve 
on a variety of county boards and committees.  Applicants must be residents of Kent County. 
If you have applied previously, please send a new letter of interest and resume at this time.  

	 The following boards and committees are seeking members to fill current or future 
vacancies: Agricultural Advisory Commission, Agricultural Preservation Advisory Board, 
Agricultural Resolution Board, Bay Bridge Monitoring Committee, Board of Building Appeals, 
Board of Electrical Examiners, Commission on Aging, Economic Development Commission, 
Emergency Services Board, Ethics Commission, Family & Community Partnerships of 
Kent County, Historic Preservation Commission, Housing Appeals Board, Library Board of 
Trustees, Parks & Recreation Advisory Board, Planning Commission, Property Tax Assessment 
Appeals Board, Public Landings and Facilities Board, Tourism Development Advisory Board, 
Workforce Investment Board, and the Zoning Appeals Board.   For more details about each 
board and committee go to www.kentcounty.com, click on “Government” then “Boards and 
Committees.”  Click the title of any board or committee and full details are available, such as 
when and where they meet, length of term, members, etc. An interest form can be found at: 
http://www.kentcounty.com/committees/interestform. 

	 If interested in serving on any of these committees, please send a letter of interest 
and resume to kentcounty@kentgov.org or by mail to Kent County Commissioners, Attn: 
April Bitter, 400 High Street, Chestertown, MD 21620.  For questions call 410-778-4600. 

Citizens for Boards 
and Committees



Kent County Board of Education Funding Request
1/3/2017

County Commissioners Meeting
ATTACHMENTS:
Description
Board of Education Funding Request







Kent County's Support of Additional Funding for KCPS
1/3/2017
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Kent County Funding Request Letter













Chestertown Marina Project
1/3/2017

County Commissioners Meeting
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12.21.16 D. Brinkley Letter re Chestertown Marina Project
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24-2802 PENALTIES, Hearing and penalty for violation



Md. Ann. Code art. AB, § 24-2802  (Copy w/ Cite) 
 

Pages: 2
 

 

 

   
Md. Ann. Code art. AB, § 24-2802  

 
Annotated Code of Maryland 

Copyright 2016 by Matthew Bender and Company, Inc., a member of the LexisNexis Group 
All rights reserved. 

 

*** Statutes current through July 1, 2016 *** 
 

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES   
DIVISION II.  PROVISIONS AFFECTING INDIVIDUAL JURISDICTIONS   

TITLE 24.  KENT COUNTY   
SUBTITLE 28.  PENALTIES  

 

Md. Ann. Code art. AB, § 24-2802  (2016) 
 
§ 24-2802. Hearing and penalty for violation  
 

 
   (a) Board hearing. -- 
 
   (1) The Board shall hear a case within 30 days after the violation is reported by an 

inspector or law enforcement officer. 
 
   (2) The Board shall make a determination of the case within 15 days after the conclusion 

of the hearing. 
 
(b) Penalty. -- 
 

   (1) Unless another penalty is provided, for a violation of this article, the Board may 
impose: 
 

      (i) for the first offense: 
 
         1. a fine not exceeding $ 1,000; 
 

         2. suspension of the license; and 
 
         3. closure of the place of business not exceeding 15 days; 
 

      (ii) for the second offense: 
 
         1. a fine not exceeding $ 2,000; 

 
         2. suspension of the license; and 
 
         3. closure of the place of business not exceeding 30 days; 

 
      (iii) for a third or subsequent offense that is different from either of the two previous 
offenses: 



 
         1. a fine not exceeding $ 2,500; 

 
         2. suspension of the license; and 
 
         3. closure of the place of business not exceeding 90 days; and 

 
      (iv) for a third offense that is the same as either of the two previous offenses: 
 
         1. revocation of the license; 

 
         2. prohibition of licensure of the violator; and 
 

         3. prohibition of licensure of the premises for a period not exceeding 1 year after the 
revocation. 
 
   (2) The penalties provided in paragraph (1) of this subsection: 

 
      (i) do not limit, but are in addition to, other specific or general penalties for the same 
violation under this article; and 

 
      (ii) are independent of any related court action based on the same violation. 
 
(c) Petition for judicial review. -- A petition seeking judicial review may not stay an order of 

the Board to suspend a license or close a place of business. 
 
HISTORY: An. Code 1957, art. 2B, § 16-507(p)(2)-(5); 2016, ch. 41, § 2.  
 

 



Muriel Cole, and Carolyn Sorge, Co-Chairs, and Pat Clarke, Treasurer,
Commission on Aging

1/3/2017
County Commissioners Meeting
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2016 COA Annual Report
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KENT COUNTY COMMISSION ON AGING 
Chestertown, Maryland 

 

 
ANNUAL REPORT 

January- December 2016 

 
 

♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 
 

 

COMMISSION MEMBERS 

 

Patricia E. Clarke, Chair (Chestertown) 
Margie R. Baker (Chestertown) 

Lindsay K. Batcheller (Chestertown: Heron Point Retirement Community) 
Ronnie Edelman, Vice-Chair (Galena) 

Lauretta M. Freeman (Worton) 
Joseph Harding (Worton) 

Olthea B. Hunley (Still Pond)  
Samuel L. Johnston (Millington) 

Harry J. Pisapia (Galena) 
Mary Etta Reedy (Rock Hall) 

Carolyn Sorge (Betterton) 
Muriel Cole, Secretary (and Commissioners’ Representative) (Chestertown) 

 

 
 

Cover illustration by Deb Brown, The Finishing Touch, Chestertown 
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Background 

 The Kent County Commission on Aging, established in 1969, is made up of representatives 
having an interest in seniors’ issues and in alleviating problems faced by older citizens in Kent County. 
Members are appointed by the County Commissioners for a term of three years. Every effort is made to 
maintain a group which reflects the racial, gender, and socio-economic mix in the County as well as 
representation from the various towns and villages. 
 Meetings are held at 10:30 a.m. the third Friday of each month, nine times per year, at Upper 
Shore Aging, 100 Schauber Road, Chestertown.  Meetings are open to the public. 

The purposes of the Commission, as listed in the revised by-laws and approved by the Kent 
County Commissioners on January 13, 2015, are: 

 
1. To advocate for the senior citizens of Kent County, Maryland. 

2. Provide information, guidance, advice, and recommendations to the County Commissioners of Kent 

County (“County Commissioners”) pertaining to senior citizens. 

3. Obtain, develop, and provide information concerning programs and services, available funds, and other 

resources at the local, state, and federal levels regarding the concerns and needs of senior citizens. 

4. Plan, initiate, and implement projects or activities for the benefit of senior citizens as authorized by any 

applicable budget. 

5. Support programs offered by organizations that provide services to help elderly persons to be independent 

and stay in their homes as long as possible. 

6. Generally, to do all things necessary or proper to promote the interests, well-being, and quality of life for 

senior citizens in Kent County, Maryland. 

Demographics and Trends 

 From the year 2000 to 2010 the median age for the State of Maryland increased two years - to 38.0 
years. The percent of the State’s population aged 65 and over increased to 12.3 percent from 11.3 percent 
in 2000. In several jurisdictions on the Eastern Shore, the elderly make up more than one-fifth of the 
population, including Talbot (23.7%), Worcester (23.2%) and Kent (21.8%).  
Unfortunately, Kent County also has a significantly low median income for older adults: 
 

 State of Maryland Kent County 

2010 Median Income 55+ $59,887 $44,678 

2015 Projected Median Income 55+ $72,307 $50,596 

 
 Dr. Memo Diriker of Salisbury University and his students have examined the need for health care 
and housing options for an aging Eastern Shore senior citizen population. The Maryland Department of 
Planning ranks Worcester, Talbot, Kent, and Dorchester as the top four counties projected to increase in 
percentage of population over 65 by the year 2030. 
 “We used to get sick and die,” he says. “Now we get sick and live, get sick and live, get sick and 
live. The aging of the Eastern Shore is reaching truly crisis proportions,” he warns. 

As we become older we are more likely to fall at home, become ill, or have some type of crisis. 
Many on the Eastern Shore are fairly isolated and live alone in our later years. Being safe and secure 

⥼ ⥼ ⥼ ⥼ ANNUAL REPORT 2016 ⥽⥽⥽⥽ 
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needs to be a priority, and though it may not be our preference, we may have to make some changes and 
depend on others to help with our safety and security. 
 Already our senior population far exceeds the number of school-age children. Public services for 
seniors locally are the joint responsibility of the Health Department, the Department of Social Services, 
and the Area Agency on Aging, which for Kent County (as well as Caroline and Talbot Counties) is 
Upper Shore Aging, Inc. None are adequately funded, and none have a formal volunteer program. All 
local seniors programs continue to face challenges due to reduced budgets and increasing demands. 
Elderly persons are frequently physically unable to be strong advocates for their needs, which exacerbate 
these challenges. Cutbacks in resources occur, regardless of the cost-effectiveness of the cutbacks. 
 

2016 Commission on Aging Resource Allocation  

 The Commission on Aging requests and receives a small annual budget allocation for 
administration. In FY16 $3750 was allocated by the Kent County Commissioners. The majority of the 
budget is earmarked for reimbursement to members for expenses. The remainder is used for 
administrative expenses such as advertisements, sponsorships, and facility costs for events, and 
memberships in regional organizations that advocate for seniors. A 1978 County rule requires that 
members of all county commissions be reimbursed for expenses incurred. The county has interpreted this 
rule as a standard policy of paying members $25 per meeting attended, but in 2010 reduced the 
reimbursement to $25 per quarter. The Chair receives $30 per quarter. 

Although the County Commissioners    proposed decreasing the number of meetings per year for 
the Commission on Aging to reduce costs, the Commission on Aging voted in 2010 to continue to  meet 
nine times annually and members continue to accept one reimbursement per quarter regardless of 
expenses incurred. 
 

SUMMARY OF 2016 ACTIVITIES 
  

Coordination with Upper Shore Aging, Inc. 

 The Commission maintained cognizance over programs and services for Kent County seniors 
supported by Upper Shore Aging, Inc., which serves as the Area Agency on Aging for Kent, Caroline, 
and Talbot Counties. The Commission seeks to ensure that Kent County receives its fair share of the 
services and that, in turn, the County responds to the local seniors’ resource needs, to the extent possible. 

The Executive Director of Upper Shore Aging gave monthly updates to the Commission on the 
FY16 and FY17 Upper Shore Aging budgets and anticipated changes. Upper Shore Aging requested and 
received an increase of $19,700 from Kent County for FY17 to support programs for older men and health 
promotion. While this increase was gratifying, the Commission on Aging remains concerned that the level 

of funding does not reflect the rapidly increasing need for local senior services and programs that support 
healthy and safe aging.  
 At the State level, there is increasing emphasis on health promotion and evidence-based programs. 
Self-management of chronic illness reduces demands on the health care system. In FY16 Upper Shore 
Aging received a 2% overall cut by the Department of Aging. Funding for FY17 and FY 18 from the 
State has remained level, and State-funded programs continue to be underfunded. For example, there 
continues to be a waiting list for Upper Shore Aging’s program called “Senior Home Care”, which 
provides home help aides, reducing the demands on long-term care and, ultimately, the public resources 
that support those costs. 

At the Federal level funding has increased only 10% over the past ten years. Ten years ago that 
funding amounted to $25 per senior; now the figure is $12. The FY17 budget is very unclear, with 
Congress having enacting a “continuing resolution” until April 28, meaning that funding continues at the 
same level as the previous year, with possible severe cuts toward the end of the fiscal year. 
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Amy Lynn Ferris Adult Activity Center 

  At each month’s Commission meeting, Rosemarie Curlett, 
Director of the Center, reports on upcoming events, and 
recommendations are given.  

The Commission has commended Upper Shore Aging, Inc. 
for increasing the number of activities at the Center, especially 
physical exercise offerings, which have proven to be very popular. 
The Commission stressed the importance of maintaining an 
adequate budget for the Center, especially noting that usage is increasing each year. 

 

State Legislative Oversight 

The Commission remained active in the coalition of organizations called United Seniors of 
Maryland (USM), sending a representative to monthly meetings in Annapolis. That group monitors 
legislation coming before the General Assembly each year that has a potential impact on seniors. 
 Eight Kent Countians participated in the annual USM Legislative Forum held in Annapolis on 
February 3, the largest ever, with over 300 representatives. After listening to presentations from several 
State officials, the Kent County group led an Eastern Shore caucus, who discussed aging issues and 
priorities with the 36th and 38th District State Senators and Delegates. 

 
Figure 1- Representatives from the Upper Shore at the State Capitol 

for the United Seniors of Maryland Annual Forum 

 
 

 
Figure 2 – Del. Jay Jacobs speaks with Eastern Shore participants  

 

Community Health Expo 
 The Commission was a Bronze Sponsor of the Community Health and Wellness Expo held at the 
Kent County High School on October 20. For the first time the Kent County Public Schools as well as the 
Kent County Health Department, the University of Maryland Shore Regional Health, and Anne Arundel 
Medical Center participated as partners. Features included free health screenings, flu shots, ten expert 
talks, and over 80 exhibitors. Deborah Mizeur, Chair of the Rural Health Care Working Group, also spoke 
about the status of that effort. This event, the largest event of its kind ever held here, was organized by 
HomePorts, the local aging-in-place non-profit organization. This financial support contributed to 
publicity and printing costs. Close to 200 written evaluations were submitted, and all rated the event as 
“Excellent” (75%) or “Good” (25%). 
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Older Americans Month 

 May is Older Americans Month. Commission members attended the signing of a proclamation by 
the Kent County Commissioners. The 2016 theme was “Blaze A Trail”.  

 

Coordination with Other Commissions on Aging 
  The Commission began a now annual tradition of an Eastern Shore regional meeting of 
Commissions on Aging in June of each year, which has been well-received and increasingly well-
attended. The purpose is to share ideas, experiences, and lessons learned. This year the Worcester County 
Commission on Aging hosted the group in Snow Hill, MD, on June 24. Nine members attended, traveling 
together with Queen Anne’s County representatives. Kent County represented the largest contingent, with 
a total of 30 in attendance. 
 

 
 

Figure 3- Upper Shore Attendees at Regional Meeting in Snow Hill in June 

 

 Programs 

 The Commission held ten meetings in 2016, and frequently invited a speaker on a topic of interest 
to seniors. Members are encouraged to disseminate the information they receive at these meetings to their 
own churches and communities. The Commission also emphasizes to speakers the prevalence of seniors 
in Kent County and the need to be cognizant of the concerns and interests of older adults. 
 In January Debbie Toth from the Kent County Health Department spoke about services for 
seniors.  Among these are Adult Evaluation and Review Services (AERS).  AERS is designed to help 
Kent County’s aged and functionally disabled adults who are at risk of losing their independence due to 
health, social or environmental problems.  They evaluate medical issues, activities of daily living and 
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financial criteria, and then refer them to Medical Adult Day Care, Hospice, Home Health, Senior Care, 
the Senior Center, Respite Care, Meals on Wheels, Medicaid Waiver, or Community First Choice.   
 In March local Gerontologist Nancy Cowdrey spoke about recent findings from research on aging. 
She emphasized the importance of happiness as a component of successful aging, noting that happiness 
has “tremendous consequences for your health”. The National Institutes of Health has found that it is a 
skill that can be cultivated by:  1) independence and interdependence, 2) good health (fortified by good 
nutrition), 3) a positive attitude, 4) physical activity, and 5) staying socially active. 
 In April the Commission arranged for a public forum at the Amy Lynn Ferris Adult Activity 
Center. State Senator Stephen S. Hershey, who represents this district in the General Assembly, opened 
the forum and discussed the results of the latest session. Santo Grande, President and CEO of Delmarva 
Community Services spoke about the recently completed transportation plan. 
 

 
 
Figure 4- Senator Hershey speaks at the Amy Lynn FerrisCenter in April 

 
 Susan Higgs, Senior Care Case Manager for Kent and Caroline Counties, spoke in May about the 
Senior Care Program. The program serves frail residents over 65 who need help with Activities of Daily 
Living. After an application is received, a thorough medical assessment is done by Health Department 
staff, followed by a risk assessment measuring the resident’s ability to remain at home. Applicants are 
rated and those with the a high level of need are provided with some medical supplies, a personal 
emergency response system, and in some cases tuition for attendance at the Medical Adult Day Care 
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Center.  Currently, there are 70 cases, predominantly in Chestertown, Rock Hall, and a few from 
Millington. The State provides $100,000 per year to Kent County for the Senior Care Program; she 
strongly advocated for greater funding, in order to reduce the waiting list. 
 The Commission has identified the need for an Assisted Living facility in Chestertown and has 
recommended that this be addressed in the next Kent County Comprehensive Plan. The group has noted 
the steep start-up costs and regulations as well as barriers to using such facilities, including the high out-
of-pocket costs for residents.  It may be difficult to document the need for such a facility in order to 
receive approval (a “certificate of need”) from the State. However, The Commission, therefore, invited 
Jamie Williams, Economic Development Coordinator for Kent County, in November. Who spoke about 
her role promoting economic development in Kent County. She encouraged the group to seek the support 
of all local public officials for an Assisted Living facility. 
 

Needs Assessment 

 Evaluation of the 2015 Needs Assessment Survey was completed. The questionnaire was designed 
to elicit both present needs and those anticipated five years into the future. It was widely distributed and 
promoted throughout the County.  A total of 449 responses were received, with 267 individuals reporting 
themselves as homeowners, and 52 (20%) with a household income of under $30,000 per year. Medical 
care was ranked the top concern, with transportation second, and housing third.  
 In March the Commission on Aging Chair met with the Kent County Commissioners to review the 
results. At that meeting they asked for specific recommendations from the Commission on Aging, and a 
sub-committee subsequently met to propose recommendations. Inquiries to Upper Shore Aging 
professionals included a request for comment on existing services by DelMarVa Transit. They reported 
that riders have had problems in trying to get to medical appointments due to scheduled buses not 
arriving. There is significant driver turnover and more drivers are needed. A covered seating area at bus 
stops is also needed, such as at Dollar General in Chestertown. 
Recommendations, shown as Appendix 1, were provided to the Kent County Commissioners. 

 

Homeowners’ Property Tax Credit 

 The Commission identified the need to promote the availability of the property tax credit for low 
income seniors. After consultation with the Kent County Finance Office, the Commission paid for ads in 
the Kent County News and Tidewater Trader, explaining the procedures and deadlines for applying for 
this credit.  
 

 Senior Discount Brochure 

 The brochure developed and distributed in 2014 was very well-received but was in need of 
updating so the group agreed to gather the information for a revised version. Members visited many local 
businesses to request participation and 100 businesses agreed to offer a discount for seniors. The new 
enhanced brochure is now being distributed throughout the county, including at the Visitors Center, 
libraries, Department of Social Services, Town Offices, and the Amy Lynn Ferris Center.   The discount 
period is from January 1, 2017 through December 31, 2018. Merchant decals noting their participation 
have also been given out to those businesses listed, for placement in storefront windows. 
 

Senior Citizens Hall of Fame 

 The group nominated Chairperson Pat Clarke to the Maryland Senior Citizens Hall of Fame and 
obtained the endorsement of the Kent County Commissioners. She was selected and was an honoree at a 
luncheon in Glen Burnie on October 27. Five members attended. 
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Other Local Advocacy for the Senior Community 

 Members of the Commission continue to set examples for volunteer service. Several 
Commission members regularly participate and volunteer in Kent County senior support 
activities. Ronnie Edelman is a volunteer AARP tax preparer and serves on the Board of 
Upper Shore Aging, Inc. Muriel Cole is a volunteer Ombudsman for those in long-term 

care. Joe Harding is a Board member of HomePorts, Inc. and the Kent County Public Library. Mary Etta 
Reedy founded the Kent County Learning Center. Both she and Carolyn Sorge are Character Counts 
coaches in the Kent County Public Schools. Others are very active is community civic organizations.  
 
 Possible closure of in-patient services at the local hospital was a high profile community-wide 
concern in 2016. The General Assembly allocated $500,000 for a study on rural health needs that must be 
completed before any further consideration is given to closing the service at the Shore Regional Health 
Center at Chestertown. Commission members closely followed progress, attending “Save our Hospital” 
meetings and briefings. The Commission repeatedly reminded officials that seniors are the primary users 
of the service, frequently without the financial or physical ability to travel a greater distance for medical 
care. There will be no changes in the immediate future; recommendations have yet to be made. The plans 
for a new hospital in Talbot County are proceeding but are not expressly intended to cover the need for in-
hospital services in our area. The difficulty of getting new doctors in the county when present ones retire 
is also a concern. 
  
 Shore Health has applied for a grant for transportation to follow-up appointments for patients after 
discharge. The request is $150,000 for six months. The Commission on Aging was pleased that the Kent 
County Commissioners signed a letter of support. 
 
 Two members participated in a Senior Summit Conference hosted by Talbot Community 
Connections in Easton on June 9. 
 
 The Commission helped to promote the Walk to End Alzheimer’s held at Wilmer Park in 
Chestertown on October 22, which raised funds for research. 
  
 A Commission representative participated in the Caregivers Conference Planning Committee. The 
conference is an annual event led by the Alzheimer’s Association, which was held this year at the Heron 
Point Continuing Care Retirement Community on November 1. Dr. Allan Anderson, geriatric psychiatrist 
and Alzheimer’s expert, spoke, as well as several others. Over 75 attended. 
 

               PLANS FOR 2017 

 

 

• The Commission will continue to monitor the results of the Needs Assessment and coordinate the 
findings with appropriate local officials, in an effort to address the concerns reported. 
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• The Commission will continue to participate in the physician-led group, “Save the Hospital”, that 
is advocating for continued in-patient services at the Shore Regional Health Center in 
Chestertown.  

 

• The Commission will maintain its involvement as an advocate locally and State-wide for adequate 
funding for senior programs and services.. Several members plan to visit the State House on 
January 25, 2017, for the United Seniors of Maryland Legislative Forum. 

 

• The Commission will continue its concern with and advocacy for the issue of local transportation 
needs. Existing services are underfunded and inadequate to meet growing demands. 

 

• Visits to the ten long-term care facilities in Kent County are being planned for the Spring. 
 

• The Talbot County Commission on Aging has initiated a speaker series in conjunction with 
Chesapeake College, to include all areas served by Chesapeake College. Kent County has been 
asked to arrange a presentation in Kent County in March 2017. The subject will focus on advocacy 
for seniors in hospital settings. The Commission will make an effort to ensure good attendance, to 
include both seniors and their families. 
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APPENDIX 1 

       7844 Chester Court 
       Chestertown, MD 21620 
       March 23, 2016 
 
Kent County Commissioners 
400 High Street 
Chestertown, MD 21620 
 
Dear Commissioners: 
 
This letter is written as a follow-up to the Commission on Aging meeting with you on March 8th.  At that 
time you had several questions regarding the Senior Survey results. 
There were 267 individuals that reported owning their homes, 52 (20%) of them stated that their 
household income was less than $30,000.    However, it is possible that two persons from the same 
household may have responded to the survey. 
 
A subcommittee of the Commission on Aging has met twice to develop recommendations based on the 
survey data.  The following is a list of our conclusions: 
 

Activities of Daily Living/ Medical 

Encourage the development of Assisted Living facilities as defined by the Department of Health and 
Mental Hygiene by offering tax credits, zoning and other incentives.  These facilities are for persons who 
need assistance with activities of daily living in a residential setting.  There are currently seven of these 
small facilities in Kent County, with none in Chestertown.  Most residents must pay privately for this type 
of housing. 
 
Encourage Upper Shore Aging, Inc. to explore the development of a Partners in Care program similar to 
the ones in Talbot and  Caroline counties.  This program provides volunteer services, especially 
transportation for those who need them.  Upper Shore Aging, Inc. estimates that it would require 
approximately $50,000 a year for the first two years to implement the program. 
 

Transportation 

Provide funding for protected bus stops so that passengers can sit under cover while waiting for the driver 
at the currently designated stops in Kent County 
. 
Conduct an assessment of the current transportation system that will provide recommendations for 
changes.  This should be done by an independent contractor from a Department of Transportation list of 
contractors. 
 
Note:  DCT has stated that the following are needed to improve services: 
   1.   Smaller vehicles to accommodate the medically frail 
   2.   More door to door service for medical appointments, shopping, etc. 
   3.   Weekend and later hours of weekend services 
   4.   Financial support of the mobility management travel training program to provide     personalized 
and education to encourage and help aging persons use transit services 
   5.  Expansion of one or two routes that would reach more remote areas 
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The Commission on Aging agrees with the DCT observations and requests that you provide additional 
funding to improve current transportation service. 
 
 
 

Housing 

Apply for Federal, State and Foundation funding to construct and manage affordable senior housing. 
 
Include information about the Homeowners' Property Tax Credits with the tax bills that are mailed in July. 
Note:  The Commission on Aging is placing an ad in the Tidewater Trader publicizing this program. 
 
On April 15, 2016 at 10:30 AM the Commission on Aging is holding an informational meeting at the Amy 
Lynn Activity Center.  Santo Grande from DCS/DCT will be there to discuss the transportation plan and to 
answer questions. Senator Hershey has also been invited to review the 2016 MD legislative session especially 
as it relates to senior issues.  We hope that you all will be able to join us at that meeting. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Pat Clarke, Chair 
Kent County Commission on Aging 
 



Patricia Merritt, Chief Finance Officer, Office of Finance
1/3/2017

County Commissioners Meeting
Item Summary:
Reassessment Data for Group 2

ATTACHMENTS:
Description
Group 2 Reassessment Data









Patricia Merritt, Chief Finance Officer, Office of Finance
1/3/2017

County Commissioners Meeting
Item Summary:
FY17 Financial Statements (July-October)

ATTACHMENTS:
Description
FY17 Financial Statements (July-October)















Letter of Credit, Request for Release
1/3/2017

County Commissioners Meeting
ATTACHMENTS:
Description
Easter Seals Irrevocable Standby Letter of Credit
Easter Seals LOC Release Request









Bid #PL 17-03 Fairlee Public Landing Pier Replacement
1/3/2017

County Commissioners Meeting
ATTACHMENTS:
Description
BID #PL 17-03 Bid Tabulation
Grant Allocation Email from DNR 12-20-16
DNR Grant Approval Letter 5-27-16











Request to Approve Emergency Solutions Grant Agreement
1/3/2017

County Commissioners Meeting
Item Summary:
FFY 2016/SFY 2017 grant agreement for the ESG administered by the Maryland Department of Housing and
Community Development (DHCD).  Kent County has been awarded $43,024 by DHCD to support homeless
assistance administered by Saint Martin's Ministries.

ATTACHMENTS:
Description
Grant Agreement
Letter of Matching Funds Committment
Original Application
Exhibit C























Exhibit A - FFY 16 Total ESG Award: $43,024.00

Grantee: Kent County ESG State Award: $26,308.00

ESG Federal Award: $16,716.00

 Saint Martin's 

Ministries Total Per Activity

Street Outreach

Federal $0.00

State $0.00

$0.00 $0.00

Emergency Shelter

Federal $0.00

State $0.00

$0.00 $0.00

Homelessness Prevention

Federal $8,597.00 $8,597.00

State $13,529.00 $13,529.00

$22,126.00 $22,126.00

Rapid Re-Housing

Federal $8,119.00 $8,119.00

State $12,779.00 $12,779.00

$20,898.00 $20,898.00

HMIS

Federal $0.00

State $0.00

$0.00 $0.00

Administrative

Federal $0.00

State $0.00

$0.00 $0.00

Grand Totals

Total Federal Award $16,716.00 $16,716.00

Total State Award $26,308.00 $26,308.00

Total Per Provider $43,024.00 $43,024.00

































































































Request to Reappoint a Member to the Historic Preservation
Commission

1/3/2017
County Commissioners Meeting

ATTACHMENTS:
Description



Maryland Senior Citizens Hall of Fame
1/3/2017

County Commissioners Meeting
ATTACHMENTS:
Description
Maryland Senior Citizens Hall of Fame









Kent County Grand Jury
1/3/2017

County Commissioners Meeting
ATTACHMENTS:
Description
Kent County Grand Jury





Kent Center Thank You
1/3/2017

County Commissioners Meeting
ATTACHMENTS:
Description
Kent Center Thank You





Kent County Community Marching Band Thank You
1/3/2017

County Commissioners Meeting
ATTACHMENTS:
Description
Kent County Community Marching Band Thank You





PGS Quaker Neck, LLC Determination of Case
1/3/2017

County Commissioners Meeting
ATTACHMENTS:
Description
12.28.16 PGS Quaker Neck LLC Determination of Case





Jamie Williams, Coordinator, Economic Development
1/3/2017

County Commissioners Meeting
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